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December 13, 2004

Coyole Valley Specific Plan Task Force
City of San Jose

801 North First Street

San Jose,CA 95110

Re: Potential School Sites
Dear Task Force Members:

This office represents the Morgan Hill Unified School District (the "District"). The
District is very concerned about the size of school sites currently proposed in the Coyote
Valley Specific Plan. As the District has explained in the past, the proposed sites do not
meet the State's guidelines for new facilities. The District urges this Task Force o enlarge
the proposed school sites to meet the minimum requirements to ensure the educational
excellence of the District and the future residents of Coyote Valley.

STATE SITE GUIDELINES

When constructing new facilities, California school districts are required to comply
with the California Code of Regulations ("CCRs"), Title 5, Section 14000 et seq. and the
2000 Edition, "School Site Analysis and Development” published by the California
Department of Education. “The net usable acreage and enroliment for a new school site
shall be consistent with the numbers of acres and enroliment established in the 2000
Edition, "School Site Analysis and Development” published by the California Department
of Education.” 5 CCRs saction 14010(z). The "School Sita Analysis and Development"
requires a minimum of 6.1 useable acres for up to 600 students in grades one (1) through
three (3), a minimum of 11.1 useable acres for up to 600 siudents in grades four (4)
through six (6), a minimum of 15.3 useable acres for up to 800 students in grades six (6)
through eight (8) {the minimum required increases to 19.9 acres for 1,200 students), and
a minimum of 55.7 useable acres for up o 2,400 students in grades nine (8) through
twelve (12). The proposed sites in the Coyote Valley Specific Plan are far less than those
minimum standards.
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These guidelines are strict guidelines which must be followed unless certain
circumstancesExist which justifies an exceplion. Those circumstances are oullined in Title
9, Section 14010(a) of the CCRs (a copy of which is attached herelo). Those exceptions
do not apply in the matter of the Coyote Valley Specific Plan.  Accordingly, the minimum
standards must be followed.

Despite the clear language of the State requirements, the Task Force and the City
have ignored this information and the suggestions of the District. Rather, you have chosen
torisk the well being of our students. Thisis an opportunity for the City of San Joseto plan
an undeveloped area of the City for the best inlerests of all of its future residents and
businesses. A critical factor to residential success is the quality of the schools. School
excellence cannot be expected on substandard sites. The interests of our children should
hol be compromised. Because this project would not meet any of the exceptions in the
CCRs, the minimum standards for school sites must be used.

More importantly, good judgment must be used to give our children the best
education possible. The people charged with educating our children have provided
information directly to this Task Force which contradicts the Task Force's assumplions and
expeclalions. That information has been compiled by the people who work in the
educational field everyday and are uniquely aware of the needs of students and school
districts. Do not second guess the years of experience and education that has been
provided lo you. To do so would only jeopardize our children's futures. The District urges
you to design school sites in accordance with the Schoal Site Analysis and Development
standards to ensure the continued excellence of our schools,

PRIOR AGREEMENTS TO WORK WITH THE DISTRICT

As you may be aware, the District is now completing the construction of its second
comprehensive high schocl, Ann Sobrato High School, which is located in the City of
Morgan Hill. It was an amazingly long process to get to the point of building a desperately
needed second high school. Part of that process included a legal challenge filed by the
City of San Jose. In a settlement between the District, the City of San Jose and the City
of Morgan Hill, the City of San Jose agreed to work with the District to develop a third high
school in Coyote Valley. We see the specific plan process as that opportunity for the
District and the City of San Jose to wark together to develop a third high school and other
needed schools in Coyote Valley, In order to work together, the City of San Jose and the
District must share their individual experiise and determine what s in the best interest of
the future students of Coyote Valley. The District welcomes the opportunity to work one-
on-one with the City to develop the school sites for the high school, middle schools and
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elementary schools that will be needed to serve the future residents of Coyote Valley.
Wilhout a cooperative and interactive process, the students of Coyote Valley will suffer and
ultimately, Coyote Valley will suffer. The City of San Jose cannot expect to draw
thousands of residents to an area with substandard school sites. We urge the City of San
Jose to work with the District's leaders to meet the needs of our future students,

Very truly yours,
. o
ST YD e
Kirsten M. Powell

KMP:sw

enclosure

cc: Carolyn McKennan
Board of Education
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5CA ADC § 14010
3CCR s 14010
Cal Admin, Code tir 5, 5 14010

BARCLAYS OFFICTAL CALIFORNTA CODE
g OF REGULATIONS
TITLE 5. EDUCATION
DIVISION 1. CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION
CHAPTER 13, SCHOOL FACILITIES AND
EQUIPMENT
SUBCHAPTER 1. SCHOOL HOUSING
ARTICLE 2. SCHOOL SITES
1his database 15 current thaough 11/26/2004,
Eegister 2004, No. 45

5 1AM, Stundards for School Site Selection,

All districts shall select a school site that provides
safery and that suppons learning. The folluwing
standards shall apply:

{a) The net usable acisoge and enrollment for a
new school site shall be consistent with the pumbers
of aeres and ewollment established in the 2000
Edition, "School Site Analysis and Developrnent®
published  hy the California  Deparument  of
Edueation and incorporated into this section by
reference, 1m0 toto, wnless sufficient lund ic ot
available or cireumstances exist due 1o any of the
following:

(1) Urbun or subwban development resuls in
insutticient available land even after considering the
vption of eminent domain.

(2) Sufficient acreage is available but it would not

be economically feasible to mitipate geological or

environmental hazards or other site complications
which pose a threal 1o the health andior safety of
students and siaff,

(3) Sufficient acreage is available but not within
the atlendance area of the unhoused students or
there is an extreme density of populaton within 2
given artendance area requiring & school 1o serve
ere smdents on a2 single  site, Choosing 2m
alternate site would result in extensive lopg-term
bussing of studemts that would cause exmeme
financial  bardship to the distiet o transporl

Parma 1

students 1o the proposed school site,

(4) Geographic  bamers, taffic congeston, or
other constraints would cause extieme fingncial
hardship for the distict to transport studenls o the
praposed school site,

(b) If a school site i5 loss than the recommended
dcredge requited in subsection (1) of this section,
the district shall demonstrate how the students will
be provided an  adequate  educational program
weluding physical education as described in the
district's adopted course of study.

() The property line of rthe site even if it is a joint
use agreement as described in subsection (o) ul this
section shall be at least the following distnce from
the edge of respective power line easements:

(1) 100 feet fur 50-132 kV line.
(2) 150 feet for 220-230 &V line
(3) 350 feet for 300-550 kV line,

(d) If the proposed site iz within 1,500 feet of
ratlroad track casement, a safety study shall be done
hy a competent professional trained in assessing
cargo mamfests, freguency, speed, and schedule of
raflroad traffic, grade, curves, type and condition of
wack nesd for sound or safety barriers, need for
pedesmian and  wehicle  safeguards  at railroad
crossmgs, presence of high pressure gas lines near
the wacks that could rupture in the event of a
deratlment, preparation of an evacuation plan, In
addinen to the unalysis, possible and reasenzble
miligation measures musi he identfied,

{2) The site shzll not be adjacent to 4 réad o
freeway that any site-related traffic and sound level
smdies have determined will have safery problems
or sound levels which advemscly  affect the
educational program.

{f} Pursuant o Education Code sectons 17212 and
172125, the =ite shall not comtmin an active
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carthquake fault or fault trace,

{2) Pursuant to Education Code sections 17212
and 17212.5, the site 15 not within an area of {lood
or dam flood mundation umless the cost of
miliggting the flood or mundation impact is
reasonable,

() The site shall not be located near an
above-pround water or fuel storage tank or within
1500 feet of the casement of an ahove ground or
underpround pipeline that can pose a safety hazard
as determined by a risk amalyess study, conducted by
a competen! professionsl, wiich may  include
certitication from a local public utility commussion

(i) The site 35 not subject 10 moderate 1o high
hquefaction or landshdes

(i} The shape of the site shall have a proporionate
length 10 width rano to accommodate the building
layout, parking snd playfields that can be safely
supervised and does not exceed the allowed passing
time 1 vlasses for the district,

(k) The site shull be easily accessible from anerial
roads and shall wllow minmum peripheral visibility
from the planmed drivewuys in accordance with the
sight  Distunce  Standards  esrablished in  the
"Mighway Design Manual," Table 2011, published
by the Department of Transporation, July 1, 1990
edion, and incorporated imwo this section hy
rifarence, in toto,

(I} The site ehall not be on major arterial sweers
with a heavy traffic pattern ss  determined by
sie-related wallic studies including those that
reguire student crossings unless mitigation of maffic
hazardy and a plan for the safe arrival and deparmre
of students appropriate to the prade level has been
provided by city, county or other public agency in
accordance with the "School Area Pedesmian
Safety" menual published hy  the Californis
Department  of Transpormton, 1987 edition,
incorporated into this section by reference. in toro.,

{m} Existing or proposed zoming  of the
surrounding  properties shall be compatible with
schools in that it would not pose a potential healh
or safety risk to students or staff m accordance with
Education Code Section 17213 and Governmenr
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Code Section 63402 and available studies of iraffic
surounding the site

(1) The site shall be located within the praposed
attendance area 10 encourape student walking and
avord extensive hussmg unless bussing is used o
promote ethmie diversity.

(0) The site shall he selected 1o promote Joiot use
of parks, libraries, museums and other public
services, the acreage of which may be included as
part of the recommended acreage as staled in
subsection (2) of this section,

(p) The site shall be conveniently located for
public services meluding but not limited 1o fire
protecnon, police protection; public transit and
trash disposal whenever (easible,

() The diswict shall consider environmentl
factors of hght, wind, noise, aesthelics, and air
pollution in its site selection process.

(r) Fasements on or adjacent 1o the sile shall not
tesinct aceess or building placement.

(5) The cost und complications of the following
shall be considered n the site seleclion process and
should nat result in undue delays or unreasonable
costs  comsistent  with  Stale  Allocation  Board
standards:

(1) Distznce of utiliies to the sire, availabilily and
affordability of bringing utilities to the site

(2) Site preparanon including grading, drainage,
demolition, harardous cleanup, mcluding clsanup of
indigenous material such as serpentine rock, and
off-site development of smeets, curbs, gurers and
Lighis.

(3) Enunent domain, relocation costs, severapce
damage, ntle clearance and legal fees,

(4) Long-tetm high landscaping or maittenance
COsLE

(5} Existence of any wildlife habitat that is on a
protected or endangered species list maintamed by
any state or federal agency, existence of aay
wetlands, natural waterways, or areas that may
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Supporl mupratory specics, or evidence of any
emvarenmentally sensitive vepelation.

(1) If the proposed sile 1s on or within 2,000 feet of
a significant disposal of hazardous waste, the schoo!
district shall contact the Department of Toxic
Substances Centrol fur a determunation of whether
the property should be considered a Hazardous
Waste Properly or Dorder Zone Property

(u) At the request of the governing bourd of a
school district, the State Supenintendent of Public
Instruction may prant exemptions to any of the
standards  in (s secton if the disticr can
demonstrate that  mitipation of specific
crcumstunces  overndes  a standard  without
compronusing & safe and supportive  school
cnvaronment,

Mote:  Awhority  cited:  Scctions 17251(b) and
33001, Education Code. Reference: Sechons 17212,
172125, 17213, 17251(h) and 17251(0), Fducation
Code.

1. Renunbering of forme:r section 14510 to seckisn 14011 and new seccion filed

11-312-93; operative 13-13-53 (Regigcer 93, Mo, 48}, Por Prior hiscory, see
Regiscer 77, No. 39.

2. Fmendunent of section and Mote £iled

R 1
PUrsuant Lo Government Code sectisn 11323

5CA ADC s 14010
END OF DOCUMENT
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